Judas Priest Lyrics

‘Stained Class’

1978
No music

All forget
The murder of Nancy Spungen by Sid Vicious. Aping the Sex Pistols ‘No Future’ line, this then goes on to suggest how the music would become of secondary importance/interest to the stories and scandal surrounding the band.
They’re paranoid

Play a little
You’re green(e) and white

I am this now

It’s enough
Graham Greene releases ‘The Human Factor’; a book about an ex-traitorous spy. A document of the cold war, this passage reflects the story of paranoia and an ordinary man, now, at ease with himself.
Here this, hey miss,

Here this, hey miss,

It’s easy for nobody

What excuse?

What excuse?

What excuse?

What excuse?

What excuse?

What excuse?

See, don’t give up

The birth of the first test tube baby. An empathetic reasoning leads in to a supportive questioning (what excuse? for not doing it), with a confirmatory/celebratory end.  
I hear

I hear
The release of the first Walkman.

I say momma you say religion
Karol Wojtyla becomes Pope John Paul II. A jokey reference to the name ‘Carol’ in Britain, being a female name.
Tonight, who is going out?
The Iranian hostage crisis. An obviously ironic question to a hostage crisis that lasted a total of 444 days.
I hear

I hear
The release of the first Walkman.
Man, some muted end

Well I will fight it all

The Camp David Accords-The Framework for Peace in the Middle East. Whilst this dealt with the Israel-Egypt issue, the issue of Israel and Palestine was fudged over, leaving the door open for continuing violence.
I got future, slept with him
A reference to Rob Halford (Judas Priest’s singer) controversial ‘coming out’ twenty years later, in 1998.
Her sunbeam was slim
Three Mile Island. The suggestion of the sun(beam) suggests an awesome power, mixed with a precarious edge, suggesting, in turn, the nuclear meltdown at the Three Mile Island power plant.
I hear

I hear
The release of the first Walkman.
In Leeds a Maouri sets up shop
Save our city
The Sioux Indians $100 million land claim. This passage is a basic, and very British, metaphor for a land ownership struggle. The oppressed nation makes a claim.
It’s a man we would remark

There’s no eye shadow
A reference to Rob Halford (Judas Priest’s singer) controversial ‘coming out’ twenty years later, in 1998.
M and M we got an M
Margaret Thatcher elected to Prime Minister as leader of the Conservative Party in 1979.
We scorn a Hebrew, help an old man laugh

The Jewish man is silly
A direct reference to the impending court case that was to follow the release of this album. The case centred around alleged messages hidden, backwards, in the lyrics. The suggestion being, ultimately, one of a satanic or anti-life/religious message.
Hanging from just hearing my singing
He pushed me to something

Slap the Walrus
The murder of John Lennon. Seemingly, almost, a conversation between Lennon and Chapman (his murderer). Chapman ‘Hanging’ (a suggested death penalty) because of his actions as an obsessive fan. ‘He (Lennon) pushed me to something’, ‘Slap the Walrus’; a blunt statement of violence with a Beatles lyric reference (‘I Am the Walrus’).
