Led Zeppelin

‘The Four Symbols’

1971
Let’s do it
A reference to the famous rumour (?) surrounding this album, that to achieve such fame and success, the band made a pact with the devil.

And the space girl likes it
US Space Probe Mariner 9 becomes the first man-made object to orbit Mars. Space is referred to in the female to suggest it’s awesome scale and power, as in the traditional sense of ‘mother’ nature.

I mean what I must, anybody

I mean wooden horse

The NY Times releases secret papers exposing lies about the causes and course of the Vietnam War. A confused voice suggests a need to deceive, with reference to a Trojan Horse.

Remember when the rain

Across the tears

No wait!

A bridging of troubles between India and Pakistan due to natural disaster (amongst other things floods); the ‘no wait’, referring to the world’s first rock benefit concert held in an attempt to aid and cease the suffering.

Here, zoo lights, and here Louise, look,
China donates pandas to Washington Zoo. The excited tone of a child is evident in the sentence.

Here’s Saddam

In 1979 Saddam Hussein assumed the presidency of Iraq. 

Flower is an emotional mess

A massive breakthrough for feminism is made with the publishing of ‘The Female Eunuch’. The upheaval this was to cause is suggested by using traditional female imagery being thrown in to turmoil.

Hell all night, I have been, Hell you!
We now think I’m swine

The space that’s good is mine

Former soldier in the British Colonial Army, Idi Amin, takes control of Uganda, a former friendly colony of the empire. The dictator dissolves parliament and amends the constitution, giving himself absolute power.

I saw the thread

I hang my head

Heavy, heavy, heavy

‘A Clockwork Orange’ is withdrawn from circulation in Britain by it’s director, Stanley Kubrick, following a copycat rape linked to a scene in the film.
It’s the fashion

Ladies they sue you

Swiss women gain the vote. The suggestion is one of feminism taking a popular hold mixed with a political/authorative action.

Let me out, let me out, let me out

Their sons are here

Wait, I’ll never tell us

1973 treaty sees America pull out of Vietnam. The fruitlessness of going on mixed with the denial of a nation can be heard here.

What I’d really like

What I’d really like honey

They say ‘Hurry up please, her wife loops out the morning’

I am willing for him

Jerk me off

The publication of ‘The Joy of Sex’ allowed a liberalism and communication in sexual relationships never before seen.

I played Satan

The one little calf

And no-ones can do

And no-ones can do

A Supreme Court ruling deemed the death penalty to be ‘unconstitutional’. The first line is a play on the phrase ‘Playing God’, the calf being the sacrifice (prisoner); a damning final two lines suggesting no-one has the right to take this life.

I wish it would snow
Mount Etna erupted this year. The snow being a reference to the falling ash.

Bring it, yeah
Bring it back

Held while I was in you

Born was Satan

Issues raised

I am the fire

After successfully docking with a space station, Soyuz II, depressurised on re-entry, killing all three cosmonauts. This passage refers to their return, them being trapped inside and their ultimate demise on re-entry, along with the forced debates surrounding the space race and, in particular, space stations.
Yeah baby, yeah baby,
Greased lightning

This time saw the commercial viability of supersonic travel coming to the fore in the form of Concorde.

