“Teden Pies™ or “Mawy Pues®

An witeriew conducted by Beata Nowacka with S Mark Gubb
BN, Tn your sTatement you wrote a leT about “pop™ culfure. As an arfist:
are You a subject or an obyect of “pep™ culture?
MG A sobyect, defwitely) IT's someTling Thod™ Tve always arown vp m and
around, ever Smce Wy cousin wtroduced wme To rock wwsic when T was “ears
old T was consTanTly lisTedmay To wusic from a very yoona aae and
waTchima Television and £ilms and radio and These kinds of Thinas. So These
are The subjects T draw on m wmy werk. The Thimas That T love, basically
So, T am defmitely a sobject of T T am a deveTee of This kind of sTuff
BN You've alse hightialided “low™ clture as an area of your waim wierest:
How dees “low” clfure relate Yo “pop—culture™
MG: TS wteresTing bema an artisT and Talkima about low culfure because a
lot of art s wwediaTely amen a status of bema biah colture... Jost because
s artl By Lal’ cwlfore, T wean, Thimas That™ we waturally assome To be
iah colfore, which are Theatre, dassical wusic, art, These kimds of Thimas
- Aad se, by low clfure, T awm Falking about™ = for erample = everydasy
Teleision and Flms. What wakes The dstnction o s Fhe wore everqlay
version of clfure That T am witerested w.
BN And the relationship betieen “low™ and “pop™ culture?
ME: T ik They are one and The same Thima, becavse, pop clfure er popolar
clture = by defald = s what T am Falkia aboul whea T am Talking
abouT low clfure, wiich s eqaaaed wWith by The wasses, as oppesed To lial
clture, which s enaaaed \JJJ W comparison, a few...
BN What fasamates you so wuch wm colture? You werk s very firmly based
on reality, el wature but reatidy For qou “reality™ v colfore, s et Frue?



P& Nou know, T colld Ty and wake a arand sTatemend aboul sprduatity
o wy work, bul” Flis s vt semetling T can dam Fo know anything abeut:
As T sad, s drawn From what T know. IT's what The arown up m and
areund and I Thimk Fhat ' oo look back Fhroual Flis clture, lessons can
be learned. Low clfure s dassed as TV proarammes and horror £ilws and
Tlimas bke Thatl Whea Fhey £FirsT come out, whea They are £irst released To
an avkience They are Jost seen as Fhaf, They are seen as TV proarammes and
Flns . BuT, T ik, There s a ot o be learned £From re—erawimma popolar
clture and The rele 1 plays. For example herrer £ilms for wears, as you
know, were yusT horror £ilms, The direcTors Took Them seriously, They knew
what” They were sayma when They were wmakimay Them, but A s only really
o recend Times Thod™ They've been aven The crediblidy Fley deserved. Do you
know Fhe Greorae A Lomero £ilm, “The Nald™ of The Liima Dead™...The
Zowbie £ilm? ITs sayma a ot about a post=Vietnam America and Thimas lke
Fhad. Whea 1 was released people yusT watched 1 and 7T was a £ilm about
Zombies. Bul when 4ou wadch " new and qou contextualize A witlinm the
socal and polifical lLisTery of The Fme, T s very obiievs Thad Fhe director
s waking a commenT aboul people reTurama £From VieTaam. And so, s on
ot level Thad wy work’s enaaqma, IT1s Fakina well known waaery and
vsiaqy Them aaam To aet people To (redquesTion what They are about.

BN Whad™ do you Thimk abouT cllfure? IT has rests, efims...Culture carries
experience. Tsnt “This whole colture™ artifical £or you?

MG That's an wieresTing pomT. TTs ol someThima Thad Tve ever
Aiscussed before; aboul The wature of The source materal That T use We are
all wfloenced by The cwlfore That weve arown vp . We slowly become aware
ot whad we've been Told can be dfferent To whad The realify of The
sifuation s ITT s an wleresTing sort of Thima To work witl, within The



consTrucT of The werk T wake T wade a fiece recently called “An Twportant
Moment wm HlkDsTory™, as opposed To hntory IT was taking fosTaae from
e First Gulf War, a wald Time wvasion of Baalhdad, and T created a wew
soundTrack For 15 for The explosions and The aunfire. The noises were wade
\;3 The American comedian Bll Hidks, who — m The course of Wis comedsy ~
would of Ten wake woises of That kind AT That Time he was one of The
wosT ouTspoken comedians aaamst The £irsT Gulf War and The corrupTion m
The American aoveramenT and Thimas bke Fhat:

BN You want To wmvesTiaate youna democracy, fald? Tn what Terws, Fhen?
Has anytlima sorprised you?

MG well, T can wot say anyThing bas sorprised we. T was Told Fhat The
Polish, as a waTion, are ﬁflenAbJ welcowmima people and That's QXO\L’HD iy
experience smee T have been here. The folish arfists The spoken To have The
same kind of e¥perience and oulook on The world as wyself. There have been
vo surprises on That level...

BN. You arrved m Cracow wWith a £ived proyect and thea affer twe or three
weeks You chanaed “our wimd comple elJJ creatma a compleT: eb new owe.
What was the reason £or That?

A& That bas wuch To do wWiTh wmy own werking weThed as anyThina
Cowima here T had wdeas aboul Thimas T wiald™ like To do. Whea T arfved, 71
was o waTter of T am here for This period of Twe and T wanT To wmake
sure Te made sowme wieresTma work, so, le™s push on with Fhis wdea T had
before T apT here” As T always £ind when T aet sowmewhere, The Thimas T
Jiscover when Tw There are wore wmieresTima Than The Wdeas T brovald™ with,
we, and Thals whoy This skt bas come abouT. A leT of Fle researcdh T've
been doma s JusT wanderma The sTreets and The conversations T have had
with people. You knew, The kind of research wou can™t do before you aet



somewhere. TT became wore wleresTima To we To follow a dfferent patin m
The work. Se That™s whwy This W1 happened. AfTer havmay spend Two weeks
here There were cerfam Thimas That I have woticed about Cracow and foland
which were wore wieresTina To we.

BN L bke whad...?

Mé. Sowme of The Thimas we've alreadsy been Talkimg aboul ... Thinas ke how
beauTiful Cracow s plhsically. i Fhe old Town, and The old square and
all The surreundimas ... Then The kind of unfication That comes £rom
democratizafion, which wmeans That when qou walk To The old square you're
SO welers away from ADonalds, which alse has a bia sian Fellng you Tl
qou are SO weters awayy £rom MDevalds. One Thima Thad really struck we
was a conversation Wil an arfist T had here, who s only a few years
Aeunaer Thea wiyself, He Told wme a sTory aboul Wis mether quedma for suaar.
You know, haima arown up where T Xid, That's someThima T could never
properly comprelend. T became wlerested m Fhe kimd of asprafions T had
when T was arowing v, m comparson To The aspirations Thal people of wy
aeveration bhad w foland; how dfferedt They wialt be...

BN, Could you Tell me sometlimg were about the project qyou are agma to
carry oot eur aallery?

MG There will be a couple of works m The space ...&fFerent elements
drawn ToaeTher To wake a new Thima, There Will be a collection of sians, a
collection of placards. The kind of Thimas That people would Take on a
profest warch The way They are asma To be sef” up ' The space comes
from a story That a £riead W The UL Told we. Her £riead’s father was a
clfural aTtadh€ wm Warsaw, T Think T was back m The 7O™s. And she, as a
Hevndy A, wend To vt her £riend and her fafher and There was a prefest



happenina wm Warsaw. She said people had sians, They had placards, bt They
were Faima The wrona way There was a courTiard where The protest was
Fakiny place and mstead of The placards facny eut, They were Facma
w..Se, Therefore They were allowed To de i and That’s wha really
wieresT me; The 'dea of These Thimas, of These protest sians, bema
posiTioned wm such a way That qou can™T see Them Takima That, wihen Yoo
walk wlo The space, There wWill be These placards wihich Wil be £acma The end
wall ...

BN Shouldn™t we stop wow.?

MG But Thad™s JusT The beapanma...T alse plan To mcdude maae, sound
and...

BN We want To have an avdience m The aallery, do we wet?

MG (avald. .

BN Whad™ will be wour stronaest wemeries £rom foland affer you have left
wy coun Tyl

MG Good ones...

BN Any parTicolar werds or feelmas?

MG well, wes, There s someTling sfmo\l...mj\;e ally, but Tl versy specal.
IT s Fhe werd for don m folish — “pies™. As wou know,  Enalish “pies™ s
ploral For “pie” a kimd of Food That qou eat. T Lke doas a lef and T've
noticed That” The flanTy s a popular area for walkma doas. T love cowima To
The aallery ' Fhe wordmy or leavma 1 late afternoon and The view of
nomerous “pies” béma walked around... That's very pleasant and fonny...

BN Thank Mou very wwch. ..



	B.N.: Thank you very much…

