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The Studio of S Mark Gubb. ..

...1s the working home for the creative output and collaborations of S Mark Gubb - a 25yr practice
extending across visual art, art in the public realm, design, moving image, publishing, writing,
and audio/music.

Based in Cardiff, Wales, Mark has become a prominent name in his field, with permanent public artworks
commissioned for a range of UK locations, national and international exhibitions and residencies,

and design-led projects for the likes of James Dean Bradfield (Manic Street Preachers),

The National Museum Wales, and Three Impostors independent publishers.

Collaboration and public engagement are key; in 2021 Mark completed a PhD focussed on the

audience involvement in the construct and activation of site-specific artworks. Mark’s approach is
always rooted in research, expertly responding to the work’s proposed site and its wider

context and history. Wherever possible, and relevant, engagement with specific local communities
informs the development of the work.

This portfolio gives an overview of some key projects from recent years, with budgets ranging
from several thousand, to hundreds of thousands of pounds, Each one was completed on-budget
and on-time.

Speculative conversations are invited and welcome, and invariably fruitful.



Alight

Permanent public sculpture
Commissioned by Stoford Ltd and Admiral PLC
10m tall steel, glass, and LED lighting sculpture

‘Alight’ was commissioned to be sited alongside the newly
built Admiral Insurance offices in Cardiff city centre. The
brief was simply to develop a permanent sculptural piece for
the site. I was interested in the architecture of the site,
both in terms of its history - or lack of it, as the entire
area had been redeveloped - and also its position within the
city - this area could be described as an entertainment
district, housing a cinema, a live music arena, shops,
restaurants and bars. Where the work is sited was not
typically an area of high footfall, due to it being at the
back of a shopping centre, so through this work I was
proposing a conversation between it and the very large
architecture that surrounded it, encouraging the eye up and
out of the space to the sky above, at the same time creating
a new landmark and reference point in people’s navigation of
the city.




Nottingham Contemporary

Permanent public sculpture
Commissioned by Nottingham Contemporary

Prior to their launch, Nottingham
Contemporary developed the idea of
commissioning fifteen artists to design
logos, with a commitment to use all of
them, rather than having a single
branding or logo for the gallery. The
list included Ryan Gander, Chris
Evans, Olivia Plender, Lucy Skaer, and
Pae White. Drawing on my longstanding
o . interest in Googie architecture - a
couerngrnaiy radical and forward thinking architecture,
s used almost exclusively for public
(OVTFM"O'?"‘? buildings like diners, banks and
motels - my desigh nods to this style
of the American West coast. I was also
commissioned to fully realise the logo’s
potential, as a sculpture to be sited
permanently outside the gallery.
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Free For All Forever

I-70 Sign Show
Missouri, USA

Two versions of this work were
shown concurrently - one 1in the
USA and one in the UK. In doing
so, something of a transatlantic
conversation was established
between the two iterations.

The ‘I-70 Sign Show’ 1is an
existing programme of artists
billboards exhibited along the
I-70 in Missouri, USA, and the
other, in Southampton, UK,

was commissioned by the
organisation UGO as a part of the
British Art Show 8 fringe.

The presentation of both formed
part of a larger solo-project
titled ‘Revelations’ which
consisted of multiple exhibtions,
public works and publications
across two continents in a
three-month period.
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